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The Personal Tax.
The proposition to draft a personal tax

law to meet the objections raised by the
Di1strict courts to that now on the statute
books comes at an interesting stage of the
Uistricts financial exper-ence.
The District is aiready heavily taxed,

and the revenue from this taxation Is, in
ordinary circumstances, more than suffi-
cient to meet Its budget requirements. For
the District has for a number of years
famsed more money by both real estate and
;personal taxation than the government,
through Congress, has been willing to meet,
dollar for dollar, in accordance with the
spirit and letter of the organic act of local
government. Under these circumstances.
It is somewhat difficult for the Intelligent
Washingtonian to appreciate the necessity
for the enactment and enforcement of a

personal tax law, which, in effect, will only
increase the margin of the revenues of the
District over and above the annual expendi-
tures, accumulating a surplus perhaps to
tempt Congress into further violations of
the organic act.
But if Congress in willing to proceed

henceforth upon the principle of appropriat-
ing a dollar of government money for
every dollar of District money raised by
taxation, the District Is willing that the
form of its taxation be changed in part If
desired by Congress, so that a portion of its
burden shall fall upon a certain class of
personal property, at the same time reliev-
Ing the real property from a corresponding
fraction of its present weight of assess-
knent.
The District, however, Is not willing to

submit to a personal tax law of the usual
kind. Inquisitorial, inequitable and prov-
ocative of perjury. Such a law is Impossible
of absolute enforcement. It engenders a
disrespect for the taxing power of the
Isunicipaty. It leads to evasions which,
In their final effect, disturb the balance of
the tax burden. The District will accept a

gersonal tax law which assesses only the
tangible property of the citizens, that which
the assessors can see and the value of
which they can reliably estimate. The
operation of such a law need not be op-
pressive. save as it may lead to a local tax-
ation excessive In the aggregate.

It must be remembered that Washington
has In the years past raised a considerable
part of its revenue from personal taxation.
According to the census of 1890 Its assessed
personal property equaled in value those of
Denver and Omaha combined, with a com-
bined population of 247.165 as against 188,932
for Washington.' Its assessed personal prop-
erty exceeded those of Omaha, Des Moines,
Kansas City, Kas., and Seattle, each the
largest and wealthiest city in its state,
with a combined population of 271,932. It
exceeded that of Buffalo, with 66,000 more
population. It was only a slight fraction
less than that of Brooklyn, with more than
four times the population of Washington.
So It Is to be seen that Washington has

not in the past escaped heavy personal tax-
ation, despite the fact that its real estate
assessment was always high and its net tax
burden was equal to the average of the
American cities. It matters but little, in
the abstract, to Washington, whether it
taises its half of the cost of the local es-
tablishment by one form of taxation or
another. It more Is raised In the aggregate
than Congress is willing to meet In the
future, as in the past, there should be a
scaling of the tax burden, not an Increase,
as Is now proposed. If. on the other hand.
Congress Is prepared to meet the total of
the District', revenues with an equal
amount, and to apply the sum to the main-
tenance and Improvement of the District
in strict accordance with the organic act,
Washington is doubtless willing that part
of its tax burden be changed in character
and levied on a personal tax basis, along
the lines of the proposed measure.

A Greeting to a Hessehold Here.
As the man with the bundle trudges home

Ibis evening, his last purchma made, and
smuggles his contraband across the door-
ptep frontier, he Is filled with a sense
of happiness such as comes from no other
performance the year through. He has
spent freely of his means to make others
joyful. He has perhaps trimmed a Christ-
2nas tree for the little folka, and hung it
heavy with toys and books and the hun-
igreds of things that make child-life blessed.
He has bethought him of the taste. and
meeds of those near to him, and has pro-
vided generously for all. He has handed
over funds to those dependent upon him so
that in turn they may bestow gifts upon
him and others. He rests content this
might, for he has done his full duty in
keeping up a custom which should never
be permitted to fall Into disuse.
Christmas giving has become an Institu-

tion. and the man with the bundle Is the
token of It. He is the real hero of the
period, the patient father, brother, son or
uncle, willing If need he to don the batten-
covered robe and flowing beard and play
proxy for the knight of the bountiful bag.
At this season of the year the spirit mel-
lows with good cheer and kindliness. Dig-
mity has lost its bearings. The man who
cannot unbend today and tomorrow, in
recognition of the spirit of the occasion,
anust Indeed be hardened. The season in-
ttes repentance and resolves for better
life, the breaking down of prejudices and
barriers, the smoothing of the path of
others.

Mtay the man with the bundle have a
snerry Chrstmsn! He has earned It as he
rests tonight from his toils for the hap-
piness of others.

Richard Croker may or may not be able
to help his friend. very substantially in the
feture. But he evidently espects to be
more or less active In paying off old scores
with his enemies.
Senator Hanna and Senator Foraker spay

bury the hatchet, but each maay make an
effort to keep the handle nearest hitmself

Mas. Cro~kea's Cold eseptten.
Richard Croker has returned fromn Indiana

msmewhat depressed in spirits. His visit
was a failure. He went for a conferene
and for conslatim. and he obtained meither.
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The second reason is that Mr. Croher was

regarded as abroad on an anti-Hill-crusade.
The Indianians are not represented as be-
ing particularly fond of Mr. HI, but they
are In no mood to listen to any assaults on
the man, nor to commit themselves against
him at this stage of the game. Beslaes,
they remember that Mr. Crober's anti-lfl
sentiments have never b'enefited the party
to the slightest extent. Last year they were
expensive. They cost the party dear y at
Kansas City, first by keeping Mr. Hill off
the platform committee, and then by
forcing him to the front for the vice presi-
dency. Mr.' Hill declined to run on the
ticket with Mr. Bryan on a free silver plat-
form, and that necessarily Indicated his
opinion of the hopelessness of the contest
before the people. Mr. Croker returned
home after his fatuous maneuvering, and
had the mortification of seeing the state
give over a hundred thousand majority
against the democratic ticket.
Why should the democratic party In In-

diana, or elsewhere, confer with the boss
of Tammany Hall on the subject of na-
tional politics? What are his claims to
ccnsideration? He has no views of value as
to measures, and his associates at home are
of only local political consequence. He
controls his organization, but it stands for
no principles of any kind. It Is for gold or
free silver, free trade or protection, expan-
sion or anti-expansion, anything or nothing,
as the situation may invite. What the
democratic party now needs is a platform
acceptable to the progressive sentiment of
the country, and a leader to match. Mr.
Croker Is hardly a judge of either.

Cleanina- the Metropolis.
The reform administration will take

charge of New York city's affairs next
week, with a fair headway already secured
in the work of purifying the police force.
During the past few weeks two wardmen
and one captain have been convicted on
charges Implicating them in working the
great game of "graft" whereby an unknown
number of politicians and heelers have been
enriched at the expense of the moral tone
of the metropolis. The third conViction
came Saturday night under circumstances
which may lead to important disclosures re-
garding the character of the police force
under Tammany rule. It was learned by a
watchful observation of affairs in the court
rcom during that trial that the policemen
called as witnesses were being constantly
coached as to their answers by three mem-
bers of the force in citizens' clothes who
sat among the spectators. A code of sig-
naLs had been devised, but it did not work
perfectly, for some of the witnesses were
Incapable of adjusting the three answers
agreed upon, "I don't remember," "yes"
and "no," to the rapid-fire of cross ques-
tions of the prosecution and became con-
fused. It is regarded as probable that
prosecutions on a large scale for perjury
and subordination of perjury will shortly be
started.
Mayor Low has named his assistants and

they are favorably regarded by the better
class of citizens as honest, capable men.
They represent all shades of party opinion,
save that of Tammany, and they are drawn
from the best business and professional !ife
of the city. They should give the city an
administration of affairs such as it has
never yet enjoyed. But while the public is
concerned more or less directly in charities,.
bridges, buildings, schools, taxes and the
like, the chief point of interest both in and
out of New York Is the police force. Willit be purified and placed upon a high plane
of honest efficiency, or will it be tainted
still by the Tammany methods? Will the
past errors and crimes be exposed to the
full or will the new administration simply
seek to start afresh and close the old rec-
ords? It is hoped that this administration
of Mayor Low will not only give New York
good government for two years, but will
so thoroughly expose the villainies of Tam-
many's rule that this corrupt organization
will never again become a power in the
affairs of the city. To this end the prose-
cutions should not cease until every man of
the crew of official corruptionists, black-
mailers, protectors of vice and abettors in
crime has been sent to the penitenti4ry,whatevel' his rank or station.

A "Green Christmas."
This promises to be a "green Christmas,"

which old-fashioned folks so sincerely
dread. But there is a marked falling off
from the faith in the old gruesome adage
about such weather at this season, and
doubtless there are many hearts made light
today by the prospect that tomorrow will
be dry and bright and mild. The bitter
cold of last week, followed by the -drizzle
and sleet yesterday gave game promise that
there would be snow. But today's sun
brought happiness to the merchants, to
whom a bad day In the pre-holiday season
means a loss which is never fully regained.
Washington has had, from all accounts and
appearances, a prosperous trade thIs year,
perhaps even exceeding the record of all
other years. The evidences of prosperity
are unmistakable.

I

Philanthropy is no doubt often imposed
upon. But a great deal of mistaken charity
is not so bad as a little bit of indifference
to real suffering. It is best, at all seasons,
and especially at tis time, to be on the
safe side.

The laltest malady is known as the "auto-
mobile inquint." Something like It may be
caused by the number of times an ordinary
person has to look at the price tags before
he can Iee his way clear to a purchase.

A New York assemblyman desires to In-
troduce a bill to prevent the performance
of immoral plays. He will of course be
accused of trying to Invite a corps of lobby-
ists from the "Rialto."

Congress has so much business of an ur-
gent and practical nature on hand that It
may not feel like giving all the attention
to controversies that may be suggested
to it.

Chauncey M. Depew is away over in Eu-
rope where they do not understand ]English
and are not likely to disturb him with de-
mands for after-dinner speeches.

Unfortunately, China's calendar is so ar-
ranged that it cannot get in line with the
rest of the world and turn over a new leaf
on New Year day.

Office seeker. should consider that the
Presidant's immediate family give, him
ample emaployment in the Santa Claus line.

When Sir Thomas I~pton issues a chal-
lenge. the privilege of a renewal after the
contest will always be understood.

The Pntipines made a great mistake In not
trying to be goed betoes Christena..

The Cay~et "

Soine people have peeunlar Mesa of brnea.
The praecal joker ssinney #Raag
this truth, often to the meltons anbrsse
amet ad even the tajary of ethers, the
young woman who reeted that a bed
heem smated La due. ofAtydealy boessa tal taisr' pefsang
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no heed. to bib shouts. ThT fabe tits
appilcation in the present case. A. few false
alarms of arin Will weaken the confdence
of the police In the dismu sad 'this con-
Afdence Is as important to preserve as that
of the citizens In the police. There must be
Nood faith on both sides, to produce the
best reMlts Of pretection And deteation.
There is it force today a law whichL pim-Ishqs those who turn in are alarms with-
out occasion. Why should not a simnhar
law be justIflable to apply to the case of
any one who deliberately starts the ponce
upon a false scent for a criminal who does
not exist?

New York desires a new post of1ce. in
this particular it shares the sentiments of
a large number of more or less populous
communities.

Washington has just enough seer
weather during the winter to accommoate
the people who like Skating now and then.

The average citisen has his mind too fuil
of shopping care. at this Immediate time to
care much about political discussions.

The Sultan of Jolo is glad that the Christ-
mas gift custom has not yet made its wayinto his numerous household.

Scarcely a day passes that some one does
not think of something more "that Con-
gress ought to attend to."

Venezuela promises to become important
as the enfant terrible of nations;

SHOOTING STAUS.
Gossip.

"Mr. Meekton's wife said yesterday that
she was never going to speak to him
again." said the woman.
"You don't say soi" exclaimed her hus-

band. "Is she angry, or trying to be con-
siderater'

A Limited Flushness.
This Is the time when dull distress
Must yield to song and Joke.
You feel a flush of lappiness,
But otherwise you're broke.

Patience.
"I never lose my temper when a man

insults me," said Broncho Bob.
"But you didn't waste any time on CoyoteBill."
"No. But I didn't lose my temper. rve

learned by experience that nothing keeps a
man from shooting straight like losing his
temper."

Careless of Santa Clans.
"Little Billy Billions Is crying as if his

heart will break," said qne nurse maid.
"What's the mattery' asked the other."He's Jealous of little Tommy Trillions

next door. He thinks the railroad bonds
Tommy got in his Christmas stocking will
pay bigger dividends than the corporationstock that Santa Claus left him."

To Be Considered.
"I see that your town has been consider-

ing the idea of imposing a tax on bache-
lors."
'Yes," answered the young woman. "But

we thought it over, and we concluded that
the men might be mean enough to take the
money to pay it out of what they spend for
aaramels and theater tickets."

,
A Christmas Gift.

Good Santa Claus, I shall not ask
For gifts upon the Christmas tree.

For yours must be a heavier task
If you would bring good cheer to me.

You will observe that when the rest
In merriment surge to and fro,

With careless song and Idle jest.
I linger near the mistletoe.

No bauble fine from meat or wine
I seek to value as mine own.

The gift for which I now repine
I'd cherish, to the world unknown.

And though 'twere given half in fun
'Twould set my heart with hope aglow.

So Santa, let your best be done.
I linger near the mistletoe.

Sky Serapers.
Prom the Springfield Republican.
When a man buys a plot of ground hebuys up to heaven, unless local enactmentof a police nature limits the height of build-

ings; and as land is exceedingly valuable
and grows more so on the lower end ofManhattan Island the 'financial inducementto build to the sky becomes greater and
greater. It might be supposed that thesky-scraper building in New York city had
reached Its limit in the towering and de-facing structures of the Manhattan Life,Home Insurance and Park Row build-
ings, to mention no others, but not so,apparently. At least a Boston man is caus-
ing a sensation in metropolitan real estatecircles with a plan to put up a building offifty-four stories on lower Broadway, andhe is said to be having success In enlist-ing capital. Fr'om an engineering

stand-point the project is prfectly feasible, andwith the money nothn more would pre-vent carrying it out. It is difficult torealize the stupendous measures of such astructure. It would be some 700 feet highaltogether, the plan being to build up thirty-five stories on the full dimensions of a 200-

foot pldt of ground, and then raise a nine-teen-story building of smaller dimensions
ou top of the other. The height of the pro-posed building may be better understoodwhen it Is said that It would fully equalthe combined height of the Manhattan Lifeand Park Row buildings, at present thehighest in the world. We shall yet see, no
4oubt, some such a tower of Babel rising uptoward the zenith from the lower end ofManhattan hdand.

Ons' National Capital
Juflan Ralph In the New York Mail and Express.
We have developed a habit of sayin thatWashington Is the most beautiful cty ofthe~country. It is not, but it bids fair tobecome so. It is only the newly built upnorthwest section that is beautiful, and

that is indeed very hard to match. St.

Paul, Milwaukee, Chicago's North Bide,Buffalo's best district, a bit of new St.Louis and several smaller towns all pos-sess very fine districts. But the circles and
statues in Washington's faubourg of ichdwellings give it a tremendous advantageand render that bit of the capital un-

equaled. For the rest the capital remninds
me of a ragged boy with an angel face.

Its extremities are shabby and ts bdIs by no means either beautiful or fed.Pennsylvania avenue must In time become

en imperial thoroughfare, but just now it

is out at the imees and made up of Ill-as-sorted buildings.
I

Death Prema Sheek.
Frein the New Yeak Hereld.
The death of Jiudge MoAdam, followingso soon after a surgreal operatlon, Bmus-trates an accident due to what is generallyunderstood as smanary shock. As therewas no way of foreseeing such a conditionthere was no way of guarding aminst- it.Not infrequently, as in the instance in point,there Is a good ewisof ra~ying, whenquite sudnenly ital powers sgadooflapse very equicrlr oceurs, There sal-ways a great difference In the tolemanee ofpain gad shoek by difesrent persons. Often-
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IMPORTED EXTRACTS.
SROGES GALLET. LURIN

DOMESTIC PERFUMES.

s COMBS AND BRUSHES.
4D XWLM Dresing Comb

a"Rauahee-.agver-seogeted
MANICURE SETS.

CaT Glass temp Damn-Sachet Powders, etc.

IWILLIAMS'
Temple Drug Store,
Cor.'9th and F Sts.

MASSAGE
Properly Applied.
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eat references. Sing]etetutp
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electric needle.
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.7OPEN LATE TONIGHT.

DELICIOUS'
CHOCLATES
-and Bonbpns gnade fresh

+ every day of finest materials.
More than 7o 7by
varieties, &nl. 47c. I e

Equal to aiy sold else-
where at 8od and'$i.

: r75top in tonlgitt auk have urn make'
. up a CHRISTMAS BO for you.

DRBEEVMS 1209 F.
Four Depts., *Gods'"j"e,
de24-tu.f&m-t4

Xmas Dinner,
A fne Xmas Dinner, with Tuey,Cabrisand alf the other trim-35. Co- o MServed from 5 to
morrow Everything of the bet-FROM Pre rio ed right and aerv-
edngeneousquantities.

1 TO 7. L7Ice Cream, $1 gallon, delivered.
Breuninger's, 720 13th St.,
AEDAIRY AND ICE CREAM DEPOT.
de24-tu~f,zn,14

9oPKN LATE THIS EVENING.

HOLIDAY
DELICACIES.

* * Fruit Cake, Plum Pud-
* * ding, Nuts, Raisins, Flori-
* * da Oranges, Malaga
* * Grapes, Figs, Dates, Fine
* * Old Wines and Liquors,
* * Imported Cigars, etc.

0.0. Cornwell& Son,
Wholesale and Retail Grocers,
1412-1418 Penn. Ave.
de26-t~f,m,40-

Society Girls
- "eerGowns.Ouartapsen

upout aln the beauty of boh ae an

9 1107 F STBEET.
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The Efficacy of .

~"Chloride daclum."
C se

Minera gr n.f.
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John H gruded~
Cornn dMNISt. :

Open Ton1tLand Half

Pawls Royal

Tonight

The Palais Royal is the
hasty shopping.' here and at great-

ly u prices. Open to-
night until zo o'clock.

20%

on.t.B @aematW Udeea o Beat Plc-
toes,. Arn&eabtc t Padto
,=m1 amd Co.Un jam

PichCina Dinne sets amd Tswaf
a"&. Baset les.

49c

Go to Basement floor for
Bronze effect Busts repre-
senting the beautiful Duch-
ess of Devonshire. Mad6 to
retail at $2.50. Only 49c to-
night.

Palais Royal,
G and i ith Streets.

LA&SBURCH BRO.
Our Store Will Be

OPEN TONIGHT UNTIL"
11:30 O'CLOCK.

Closed all day Christmas

We Desire to Extend
to Our Many

Friends and Patrons
AVERY

IIERRY CHRISTAS

LAJSBUIIRCH&BRS,
420 TO 426 7TH ST.

TURKEYSI
FOR XMAS DINNER.

Rugnw hdser1s. Bt

aNde itPrdmat Rugf
Su te adPoW

OriemntAle
Rgs.

r.VDY.-S

TONIGHT
31 i n

Carving Sets.

It A~alat mo

Tool Chests! .
Iiga h-*mw
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Knives & Razors.
Ie eft mfeat ="a f

I Ohtsst se., Us. ml
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II Emsp Guam""& Um .........

Barney & Berry.
Ice Skates, 30c. to 05.

H I S NieI-sated Nt l s.....12c.
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ohnB.Espe
Hardware,1010 Pa. Ave.
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"Odd things not found
elsewhere"

Open Late
Tonight!

Diamonds.
Watches.
Silverware.
Novelties.

"Lowest prices for goods of
SUPERIOR QUALITY.
Shaw& Ber Co.,
Jewelers, Cor. & F.

P 0,11 1 -UmmmomUMOM

ARTISTIC
PAPER
HANGINGS.

ANY fleb and tautemlSIS WALL PAPERS ofa k-
acter that wili latmu thearitcaly 1WOLan.
4XAU the h biu eau
Or ' ECORATIexucuted Is a tboeoqhly us-

factory nmse at moderate cout.

James B. Henderson,
FINE INTERIOR DECORATING. M F ST.

_'deett.th.S.2sit

Walking Skirts
I T"SPECIAL" PRICE4

wa..:- onh= -Ae"=.'e,'a"i".-'ty.
Wa tisfe TO OADM at

SCHWALB BROS.,LIE TAIE AND EMOS~ng
140B 1 3TREB. 'POME 31T-4,

McKnew's
"Strictly Reliable Qualities."

Closed all day -

tomorrow,
Christmas

Day.

see o., advcr-
tisemt toor
row for special
prices on Coa,
Furs, etc.

Win. H. Mdcnew,
933 Pa. Ave.

ALL-WOOL PELTS AN!)

CARPET LUiNNS.

4.. Warren a Ca.,

The-Busy Corner.'
"LWA"S 2"E VWor UlYEDS WM

TM awmWOiN*

OPEN UNTIL
12 O'CLOCK TONIHtIT.

Bargains Galore
in Every

Department.
X

We extend to all Wash-
ington, in fact to every-
one, old and young and
large and small, a most
merry and joyous Christ-
mas- and at the same time
extend our sincere thanks
for the noble aid extended
us. Your liberal response
has been instremental in
making this Yuletide trade
of ours the greatest and
grandest of our years of
business experience in
Washington.

Closed
All Day

Tomorrow.
S. Kann,Sons& Co.

Market Space.

he perteet cinate

Ie where-

~am 3 dam the rft
Ar Is dry and pure;

Go"i watr -}W be bad;
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A Perfect
Climate
California
Santa Fe

<miba te*1a bats
Lengls -n a
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G.As. DELE.A D
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Bustsand .
BasRellefof
Wagner, Beethove
and Mowat

23c.l! EgaggUS.


